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New students hear encouragement at Convocation
Messages offered to first-year students during  
Convocation on August 26 focused on helping 
them find a place within the campus  
community and encouraging them to take  
advantage of new opportunities.
President Thomas J. Haas’ opening address to 
faculty and staff members focused on his vision 
for the university’s next 50 years, and beyond.
“For the first 50 years, Grand Valley was a 
West Michigan success story, driven by its 
outcomes and results,” Haas said during his 
address in the Performing Arts Center. “We 
are an entrepreneurial university and we will 
continue to plan, prepare and perform.”
Haas said Grand Valley established its core 
values during the first 50 years — liberal 
education, scholarship and research, inclusion, 
commitment to communities and sustainability 
— and those characteristics will carry the 
institution to the year 
2060 and beyond. He 
said the Grand Valley 
of the future will “be 
grander yet.” Haas’ 
speech, “Grand Valley 
2.0: Grander Yet,’ 
and the Convocation 
address are available 
online at www.gvsu.
edu/president.
He added that the two 
current construction 
projects, a new 
Allendale Campus 
library and center 
for the Seidman 
College of Business, 
already establish the 
university as one 
that is adaptable to 
change and ready to anticipate future needs.
Haas said at Grand Valley’s 100th anniversary, 
the university will “be a distinctive niche 
among Michigan’s higher education 
Across Campus
Parking permits feature 
artwork by alumnus
For the first time, parking permits for the  
campus community feature artwork by  
an alumnus.
Brandon Stickel, a 2010 graduate, took a 
photograph of the Allendale Campus entrance 
arch that caught the eye of Lisa Garringer, 
parking systems coordinator for Public Safety.
Garringer said she noticed Stickel’s photo when 
it was the featured banner photo on Grand 
Valley’s website. “I was looking to do something 
different with the parking permits and I saw 
this and thought it would work nicely,” she said.
The evening photo with streaks of traffic 
lights is the same for student and faculty/staff 
permits, but the background color changes 
to indicate the appropriate parking lots.
Stickel, who works as an application engineer 
for Steelcase, said he was surprised to receive 
a call from Garringer asking permission to 
use his photo.
“I took that 
picture in 2009 
and was excited 
when it would 
rotate to the 
banner photo,” he 
said. “And now 
this is equally 
exciting.”
Stickel earned a 
bachelor’s degree 
in management 
information 
systems and said 
photography 
has always 
been a hobby.
The new artwork 
is not the only parking change this year. An  
online parking reservations system will allow  
faculty and staff members to obtain parking  
permits for special guests prior to their visits.
To request up to nine guest permits for one  
event, visit www.gvsu.edu/parking and click on 
“Faculty/Staff Request,” and enter each guest’s 
name and email address and a permit will  
be sent to them.
“One of the biggest challenges we have had in  
the past is making accommodations for  
guests,” Garringer said. “Using this system 
will be fast, easy and sustainable.”
Another new parking website feature is 
“Parking 411,” which highlights common 
answers to parking questions from each 
segment of the campus community.
2012 Transplant Games 
to be held on campus
The 2012 Transplant Games of America 
will be held at Grand Valley next July.
An announcement regarding the July 28-31 
games was made by the West Michigan Sports 
continues on page 2
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Brandon Stickel, a 2010 Grand 
Valley graduate, holds a plaque 
of parking permits that feature 
his photograph.
Haas: GVSU 2.0  
will be ‘grander yet’
Photo by Elizabeth Lienau
Provost Gayle R. Davis addresses the audience at Convocation on August 26 in the 
Fieldhouse.
continues on page 4
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Sean Huddleston 
Director of Intercultural 
Training, Inclusion and 
Equity Division
Sean Huddleston brings an experienced 
background to his new position within the  
Inclusion and Equity Division.
As director of Intercultural Training, 
Huddleston will offer workshops and training 
to faculty and staff members on intercultural 
competency and communication. He also plans 
to collaborate with Student Services offices 
to offer training for student employees.
Huddleston began working at Grand Valley in 
July. He had worked as a consultant for the  
Kent County Convention and Visitors Bureau 
to attract groups of color to West Michigan and 
also for Steelcase, leading the corporation’s  
diversity and inclusion efforts within its  
dealer network.
“I learned about this position and knew it 
would be a great fit,” he said. “There are 
great diversity initiatives already in place, 
combined with a campus community that is 
welcoming and 
open to continual 
learning.”
He earned 
a bachelor’s 
degree in 
interdisciplinary 
studies from 
Siena Heights 
University. “There 
was so much I 
wanted to know, 
I couldn’t limit 
myself to one 
program,” he said.
He found a passion in diversity training and 
earned certification as a diversity professional 
from Cornell University. Huddleston continues 
to serve as an adjunct instructor for the 
Certified Diversity Professional Program at 
Cornell’s Industrial Labor Relations School.
At home in Cascade with his wife and 
three children, Huddleston enjoys cooking, 
a skill he learned from his parents.
Other publications by the News and Information 
Services Office include:
Grand Valley Magazine, which is published 
quarterly for the university community. Visit its 
website at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine .
Visit Grand Valley’s online publication, GVNow, at 
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow, for daily news updates and 
video features .
GVFaces
Commission August 23  
in the Fieldhouse on the 
Allendale Campus. Tim Selgo, 
GVSU director of athletics and 
WMSC board member, said 
Grand Valley officials were 
pleased to be able to host the 
games, which are expected 
to draw about 600 athletes.
WMSC Executive Director 
Michael Guswiler said a 
Grand Valley alumnus made 
it his mission to save the 
games from cancelation. 
TJ Maciak, who received a 
kidney donation, is a past 
Transplant Games athlete and 
made connections to ensure 
the 2012 games would go on as 
planned. The games had been 
hosted by the National Kidney 
Foundation but it announced in 
the spring it would no longer  
sponsor the event.
“The Transplant Games are very special; it’s like a big family reunion,” 
Maciak said. “I knew I couldn’t let it be canceled and slip away.”
Maciak graduated in 1999 and now works for the Johnson Center 
for Philanthropy. He contacted Peter Secchia, who then suggested 
he contact the WMSC to pursue sponsorship of the games.
Guswiler said the Transplant Games fall well within the WMSC’s  
mission of creating diverse sporting events for the community.  
The commission was created in 2007.
Retired faculty member dies
Loretta Wasserman, professor emertia of English, died August 7  
after a long illness. She was 87.  
Wasserman joined Grand Valley’s English Department faculty in 1966  
and retired in 1991. She earned a master’s degree in English from 
the University of Minnesota in 1950. Her scholarly interests were 
medieval English literature and American writer Willa Cather. Her 
book, Willa Cather: A Study of the Short Fiction, was published by 
Twayne in 1991. She was an active member of the Cather Society.
She was the recipient of a Distinguished Faculty Award from the Michigan 
Association of Governing Boards of Colleges and Universities in 1991.
She is survived by her husband, Irving Wasserman, associate professor  
emeritus of philosophy, and two children. 
Counseling Center changes policy
A dramatic increase in the number of students who visit Grand Valley’s  
Counseling Center has led staff members to develop a new service  
model, effective this academic year.
Barbara Palombi, director of the Counseling Center, said limiting the  
number of individual counseling sessions per person will help more  
students receive services.
In past years, Counseling Center visitors could receive unlimited 
individual therapy sessions. Individual sessions will now be capped  
at six per academic year. Students can, however, attend an unlimited  
number of group therapy sessions and workshops. 
Palombi said research has shown that group therapy sessions can be 
equally, or even more, effective than individual sessions. She also said 
a steady rise in the number of visits is the catalyst for the change.
In the 2005-2006 academic year, Counseling Center staff members saw 
continued from page 1
Sean Huddleston
Photo by Amanda Pitts
Tim Selgo, director of athletics and WMSC 
board member, introduces the organizing 
committee for the Transplant Games, 
which will be held on campus next summer.
continues on page 3
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Fall Arts Celebration 
will offer six events
Fall Arts Celebration 2011 will be presented 
at venues in three locations, including 
downtown Grand Rapids. Grand Valley’s 
gift to the community includes six enriching 
events, all free and open to the public, and 
planned with a focus on the future. 
• The Music Department will present the 
opening night event, a rare opportunity to 
hear opera compositions of Mozart, Beethoven 
and Rosini as the woodwind arrangements 
were originally heard in the many great 
noble houses of 18th-century Vienna. 
“A Night in Hapsburg Vienna: From the 
Marriage of Figaro to Fidelio as arranged 
for Wind Harmonie,” will be presented 
Monday, September 12, at 8 p.m. in the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center. 
• Distinguished Academic Lecturer Michael  
Sandel will present “Justice: What’s the Right  
Thing to Do?” Thursday, September 22,  
7 p.m., Eberhard Center, Pew Grand Rapids  
Campus. 
A professor of political philosophy at 
Harvard since 1980, Sandel’s wildly popular 
course, “Justice,” has enrolled more than 
15,000 students. The introduction to moral 
and political philosophy has engaged 
students through active discussion, based 
on the great philosophers of the past and 
their relevance to contemporary issues. 
• The rich and diverse trends in contemporary 
South American art will be featured in the  
GVSU Art Gallery exhibition “Arte Argentino  
Actual,” with an opening reception 
Thursday, October 6, 5-7 p.m. 
The exhibition continues through November 4.  
It will feature 
eclectic 
paintings, prints, 
photographs and 
sculptures by 
Argentine artists 
Juan Batalla, 
Daniel Barreto, 
Pedro Cugnasco, 
Gretchen 
Minnhaar 
and others. 
The exhibition will also include a wall of 
57 photographs, “Imagine Buenos Aires,” 
curated by Zulema Moret, Grand Valley’s 
director of Latin American Studies. 
• One of the pillars of contemporary American 
poetry will be paired with a younger writer 
who has quickly become one of poetry’s most 
compelling voices in America during “Poetry 
Night: An Evening of Poetry and Conversation 
with Ted Kooser and Terrance Hayes,” Friday, 
October 21, at 7 p.m., Eberhard Center. 
Kooser was U.S. Poet Laureate for two terms 
(2004-2006). He is the author of 11 collections 
of poetry including Weather Central and 
Delights and Shadows, which won the 2005 
Pulitzer Prize. Hayes is the accomplished 
author of four award-winning books of 
poetry including Lighthead, winner of the 
2010 National Book Award in poetry, and Hip 
Logic, winner of the National Poetry Series.
• Music and dance faculty and students will 
present “The Spanish Tradition: Manuel de 
Falla, El corregidor y la molinera” Monday, 
October 24, 8 p.m., Louis Armstrong 
Theatre, Performing Arts Center. 
Manuel de Falla captured the many influences 
of the Spanish cultural identity, as found in the 
folk music and dance of his native Andalusia, 
and incorporated them into his ballets. 
• A holiday gift to the community will close 
Fall Arts Celebration 2011 with “Gloria: 
Music of the Holiday Season from Grand 
Valley,” Monday, December 5, 8 p.m., 
Fountain Street Church, Grand Rapids. 
The University Arts Chorale and soloists will 
join Music Department faculty and students 
for a performance of two Baroque holiday 
music masterpieces: Antonio Vivaldi’s Gloria 
and Arcangelo Corelli’s Christmas Concerto. 
For more Fall Arts Celebration information, 
visit www.gvsu.edu/fallarts or call x12180.
Hispanic Heritage Month 
celebration planned
Numerous events are planned on campus 
to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month, 
which will run September 16-October 13.
Sponsored by the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs, with support from many other campus 
departments, Hispanic Heritage Month 
events are free and open to the public.
Events kick off September 16 with “Caribbean 
Night,” highlighted by a performance from 
Grupo Ayé. The band combines salsa, 
bachata and Latin jazz, mixed with Afro-
Cuban music. The energetic group will 
play from 6-9 p.m. in the DeVos Center 
Courtyard on the Pew Grand Rapids 
Campus. Other events are detailed below:
• Latino Health Services in Grand Rapids, 
September 20, 1-2:30 p.m., Cook-DeWitt Center. 
A panel of community health care experts will 
discuss available resources and misconceptions 
about health care access for area Latinos.
• Diversity Brown Bag Series, September 28, 
noon-1 p.m., Kirkhof Center, room 1240. 
The video “Understanding Our Differences: 
Mexicans and Americans” will be shown 
and discussed. The video portrays two 
neighboring families as they confront 
misconceptions about each other.
• Tres Vidas: Three Legendary Latin 
American Women, October 4, 2-4:15 p.m., 
Cook-DeWitt Center. Chamber Music Theatre 
will present a unique performance that will 
celebrate the lives of Frida Kalho, Rufina 
Amaya and Alfonsina Storni. The ensemble 
is comprised of cellist Tahirah Whittington, 
pianist Hugh Hinton, percussionist Michael 
Parola and actress Georgina Corbo, who 
will portray the featured women.  
• Immigration’s True Impact on Higher 
Education, October 13, 2-4 p.m., Kirkhof 
Center, Grand River Room. Marcelo 
Suarez-Orozco, co-founder of the Harvard 
Immigration Projects, will lead discussion 
on whether a U.S. education should be 
offered to children of immigrants. 
For more information about events, 
visit www.gvsu.edu/oma.
What’s Ahead
Michael Sandel 
From the exhibition ‘Arte 
Argentino Actual.’
5,943 people for individual counseling appointments. In 2009-2010, that 
number rose to 7,709. Palombi said the increase would be enough work 
to hire three more counselors, but staffing has remained the same.
She credited the increase in visits to more students coming to college  
with prior histories of therapy, and common stressors like a bad  
economy and transitioning to college life.
Also this year, walk-in hours at the center will be eliminated. Palombi 
said students were not making appointments and using walk-in hours, 
thus taking time away from another student who made an appointment.
Faculty or staff members who have a student with immediate concerns  
will continue to be seen promptly. 
For more information, visit the Counseling Center’s website at  
www.gvsu.edu/counsel.
Across Campus
continued from page 2
Thank you, Grand Valley:
On behalf of the 50th Anniversary Celebration Steering Committee, I 
would like to thank the faculty, staff and students at Grand Valley who 
so generously gave of their time and talent to help plan and execute 
the anniversary celebration. It was a huge success! 
There now exists in the university’s archives a very comprehensive 
history about Grand Valley, which shows how it was conceived, built, 
and how it has impacted our students and the region. The archives 
also include all of the material about the celebration activities 
throughout the last academic year.
Again, thanks to a remarkable campus community.   
Teri Losey,  
Special Assistant to the President;  
Chair, 50th Anniversary Celebration Committee
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Kimberly Lanning, adjunct faculty of 
nursing, was interviewed by WZZM-TV for 
a story about her nursing students working 
at health fairs with Metro Hospital.
Engineering faculty members John Farris 
and Samhita S. Rhodes were interviewed by 
WGVU Radio for a story about the biomedical 
engineering master’s degree program.
Sketches
Brian J. Bowe, visiting assistant professor 
of communications, received a second-place 
award for an article, “The Second Level Agenda 
Setting Effect of News Coverage of Islam in 
American Newspapers,” and third-place for 
an article, “Clash of Coverage: An Analysis 
of the Cultural Framing Components of U.S. 
Newspaper Reporting on the 2011 Protests 
in Bahrain,” at the Association for Education 
in Journalism and Mass Communication 
Conference in St. Louis, Missouri.
Annis Water Resources faculty members 
Alan Steinman and Carl Ruetz and two 
graduate students wrote an article, “Biotic 
Responses to Low-concentration Urban 
Road Runoff,” published in the Journal of 
the North American Benthological Society. 
Steinman and Mary Ogdahl, AWRI research 
assistant, co-wrote an article, “Does Converting 
Agricultural Fields to Wetlands Retain or 
Release P?” published in the Journal of the 
North American Benthological Society. 
AWRI staff members Alan Steinman, 
Mary Ogdahl, Bopi Biddanda and Scott 
Kendall wrote an article, “Periphyton 
Response to Simulated Nonpoint Source 
Pollution: Local Over Regional Control,” 
published in Aquatic Ecology.
William Neal, professor emeritus of geology, 
co-wrote a book, The World’s Beaches: A 
Global Guide to the Science of the Shoreline, 
published by University of California Press. 
Neal also co-wrote an article, “Colombian 
Pacific Beaches at the Mouth of Bahia de 
Buenaventura,” published by Coastal Care.
Sarah Keranen-Lopez, director of TRiO 
Educational Talent Search, received a 
$1.6 million, five-year grant from the 
U.S. Department of Education.
Deborah Herrington, associate professor 
of chemistry, received a grant from the 
National Science Foundation for a proposal, 
“Collaboration Research: Further Development 
and Testing of the Target Inquiry Model 
for Middle and High School Science 
Teacher Professional Development.”
Steven Schlicker, professor of mathematics, 
received a grant from the Educational 
Advancement Foundation for a proposal, 
“Group Theory: An Inquiry Based Approach.”
Rob Franciosi, professor of English, gave 
presentations, “Anne Frank: The Diary and 
Beyond,” and “Photographs and Holocaust 
Pedagogy,” at Reading the Holocaust: A 
Seminar for Teachers held at the Holocaust 
Memorial Center in Farmington Hills. 
Kirkhof College of Nursing received an award 
of excellence during the 23rd annual Awards for 
Publication Excellence for the KCON Magazine.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
Art Gallery
Mon., Aug. 29-Fri., Sept. 23
10 a.m-5 p.m.:  GVSU Art Gallery hosts 
“American Cuisine: New Paintings,” by Tim 
Fisher. 1121 PAC. Call 12563 for more infor-
mation. 
General Events
Wed., Aug. 31
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for informa-
tion. 
Thurs., Sept. 1
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University 
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for information. 
Sports (home events only)
Thurs., Sept. 1
7 p.m.:  GVSU football hosts Western Oregon 
University. Lubbers Stadium. Call x13200  
for ticket information.
Convocation speakers encourage students to get involved
institutions, it will be a change agent that serves 
our students and serves our communities.”
Speaking to students at Convocation in the  
Fieldhouse, Haas told them that their job  
is to take advantage of Grand Valley’s resources 
and opportunities. “Set goals for yourself  
and start down this path with enthusiasm  
and optimism,” he said.
Student Senate President Natalie Cleary told 
first-year students to leave their doors open, 
literally and figuratively. She said leaving the 
door of living center rooms open helps students 
meet new people; leaving the door open to new 
experiences will encourage students to expand 
their knowledge and enjoy new opportunities. 
Figen Mekik, chair of Faculty Senate and 
associate professor of geology, encouraged 
audience members to think of their heroes. 
“No matter who your heroes are, they did not 
get where they are by chance,” Mekik said. “You 
have the talents to exceed their successes.”
Provost Gayle R. Davis took time to explain 
the academic regalia to new students. She 
said the academic robes are a departure from 
everyday dress, just as Convocation is a special 
departure from daily campus activities. 
continued from page 1
Photo by Elizabeth Lienau
President Thomas J. Haas delivers an opening address 
to faculty and staff members in the Performing Arts 
Center.
